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NO, IT'S NOT 
YOUR HELMET. T’M 
LETTING YOU 
BORROW IT. 


CHE! 
FRONT OF THE 
MOUSE WILL 
IT EAT IT? 


HOW MANY 
EPISODES OF THE 
Mm =—MUNSTERS WERE 
AIRED? 
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HOW MANY - 
PIXELS ARE_IN 
Mek NY TAIL? 
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THREE PERIODS OF 
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WELL, YOU 
LEFT YOUR LINE OPEN TO THE 
VIS AND I JUST THOUGHT TD 
STOP BY...FROM THE LIBRARY...AT 

SCHOOL...YOU DO REMEMBER SCHOOL, 

DONT 


2 AgIPGB84/96 
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POOR LAD! 


y 
TORN ASUNDER FROM 
HIS PRECIOUS DEEP GEEKW 
ONLY TO BE, ONCE AGAIN, 
THRUST INTO THE GREAT 
BETA-TEST THAT 
1S THE WORLD! 
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TH AND SHE STILL 
ILONT NOTICE! 


WELL, WE 
LOVE YOU BECAUSE 
YOU'RE THE MOST 
CHEERFULLY MORBID 
PERSON WE KNOW 


MORBID WITH 
A WEAK STOMACH! 


REMEMBER WHEN YOU 
PASSED OUT IN BIOLOGY, 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 
DISSECTING A 
WORM? 


RC!PG884-88 


. WHAT'S A 


SUP FILE"? 


YOU KNOW, 
GIRL'S EVERYTHING I ASPI 
TO BE 


ON THE NET. SHE'S [od 


COLLIN, YOURE 
{ER FRIEND! YOU'VE 
)T TO CONVINCE HER 
AT I'D BE A WORTHY 


SHOULDNT 
THAT BE 


"WORTHLESS? og a 


OKAY, THAT DOES 
IT! TF YOURE GONNA 
BE SUCH A COW, THEN 


YOU CAN JUST FORGET 
ABOUT TALKING TO ME! 
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I WASNT TRYING 
TO TALK TO YoU! YOU 


T YOU GO 
SOMEWHERE FAR AWAY 


FOR THE PRODUCTS HE MAKES! SO 
YOU BETTER NOT SAY ANYTHING BAD 
ABOUT THEM OR I'M GONNA GO OFF 
ON HOW MUCH I THINK ZONEY 
BRAND TVR's SUCK! 
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HEY NOW, 
THAT WAS 
CHILDISH 
AND CRUEL... 
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SO WHAT 
DID I MISS? 


NOTHING MUCH IN s| 
SOCIOLOGY OR BIOLOGY, 
AND I DONT HAVE MM: 
NAJUM'S WORLD HISTORY 

UNTIL 4TH PERIOD, 


ACTUALLY, 
MS, NAJUM HAD 
A REALLY COOL 

ASSINMENT, 


SHE'S CALLING IT 
THE “AROUND THE WORLD 
IN 80 MEGABYTES’ ASSIGNMENT, WE'VE 
EACH BEEN GIVEN EIGHT COUNTRIES 
TO EXPLORE ON THE VIS. SO, WERE 
SUPPOSED TO TRAVEL THE INTERNET 
AND DOWNLOAD 80 MEGABYTES OF 
VIRTUAL ITEMS COLLECTIVELY FROM OUR 
CHOSEN COUNTRIES. NO COMPRESSION 
ALLOWED, OF COURSE! THEN WE HAVE 
TO WRITE A ONE PAGE REPORT ON 
EACH ITEM, EXPLAINING HOW EACH 
ITEM IS SIGNIFICANT TO 
THAT COUNTRY’S HISTORY. 
I THINK ITLL BE FUN! 


I_DONT KNOW 

BUT I THINK MS. 
NAJEM'S ALREADY E-MAILED 
THE ASSIGNMENT TO YOUR 


LIKI 


HEY, THIS‘LL BE 
GREAT. I CAN FINALLY 


BALLOON SIM I 


WOW! I WONDER WHAT 
COUNTRIES I GOT? 
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N TVR S 
WORST TVR HELMETS ON T} 
1 ZONY TOTALLY KICKS IT! 
BE_SURPRISED IF 
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NOBODY LIKES ME. 
NOT MY FAULT 


ZONYS 
BEATING OUR SALES 


YES! ru 
HAVE , 
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Next Issue: Around the World 
in 80 Megabytes continues as 

we present La La La Loopy an 
her amazing Port-O'-Doom Hoop! 


GO Ms SoA ee 


It's time for letters! Are you ready? T'll 
wait, Processing...Processing...Finish that cookie 
already! Okay, this first lefter has been a 
favorite of ours since our self-publishing days 
and it remains our most treasured cat story to 
date, Not only because the gentleman who 
wrote this did so on an Amstrad (my first word 
processor--it used 3 inch floppies! Not 3.5 inch, 
not 5.25 inch, just 3. 'NOTHENG was compatible 
with if/ Memories...Ah, but the real treat here is 


the cat story in the end! Enjoy. 
Konnichinya! e e 
Just a quick note to say how much I enjoy 
RC! Cats'n'computers make for an interesting 
mix. The former you can't tell me much about, 
being along time cat ownee (no, that's not a 
elling error). But computers? Hal T'm writing 
this ona dl old 8mhz Amstrad PC. This is 
deepest Wiltshire, home of the information 
Super eo id the museum where I work only 
st got a fax for smeq's sake! People ‘round 
ere think e-mail is something a Yorkshireman 
ts in the post ("Ee, maill” No? Never mind). 
ing an anthro and manga fan of some 
irs now, my attention was quick’ ht by 
C! when 3 yap bu. “eid of Fi oe A 
lanet in Bristol, so pane it Thieves 
Kings that way too). 1 now feucie order 
from a mail Sreorthenthihen ieee in 
zeping it way, have you ever 
read the Linoleoted Cat" by fey 
Pratchett? Now there is a man who, | 
ourself, knows how a.cat behaves. Check it out. 


P.S. The cat story, a bit long should you desire 
to et this letter Lt) Te added it af at the 
en 


The cat in question was one Oedipuss, a 
owned by friends of ours, the Eyerlish family 
Vere wrong spelling but never mind). The 

yerlishes had some very odd ideas about 
interior decorating, this included a very deep 
pile carpet in the founge and hessian wallpaper, 
which also covered the ceiling. Asa kitten, 
Oedipuss quickly discovered that he could 

le across the carpet, walk up the wall and 

stroll around, upside down, ten feet off the 

‘ound. A standard evening for the Eyerlish 

‘amily would see the father erat ie papers, 
the mother knitting, kids watching TV, and 
Oedipuss pe Ty on the ceiling. 

Unfortunately, Oedipus was in the habit of 
reacting when someone called his name, by 
retracting his claws, At which point he would 
plummet fo the floor, bounce softly from the 
thick carpet, wash for a second, then walk up 
the wall again. This led to an unfortunate 
incident when an Aunt, who was rather nervous 
of cats, came to visit. Sitting on the sofa, cup 
of tea in hand, she nervously inquired “Is 
Oedipuss around?”, whereupon a kitten dropped 
onto her head, The results of this I'll leave to 
your imagination. 

Oedipuss could also never grasp the fact 
that, although HE was upside down, gravity still 
went the same way and hence was constantly 
surprised at what would happen when he tried to 

junce ona moth or spider that dared to share 

he ceiling with him. The lounge light fittings 
were large dish shaped structures and once or 
twice a week the Eyerishes would have to rescue 
a wailing kitten that had fallen into one. 
Naturally, Oedipuss would never dare to jump to 
the floor, despite continuously falling to it by 
accident. 

Alas, the aerial antics had to end someday, 

a day when Oedipuss was an adolescent cat. 
Halfway up the wall, there was a ripping noise 
and back down he came, trailing shreds of 
wallpaper. Redecoration in a more conventional 
fashion put a final end to the story. 

The Eyerlishes had other cats, there was 
Ptolomy and Mackerel, the latter bearing 
kittens; Tonic and Super-tonic (who were black 
and shiny), Dominant and Sub-dominant (who 
were bossy) and Active (who was dead). Sort of 
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Cheers! Andy Wiltshire, U.K 
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shown that letter to 
and the imagery still 
crack us up! Four 


just aoouT everyone 
never fail: 
dy 


Prrr.Prr...Nyal = § 
By Kyle A. — 
Carrozza, ) —— 
Catskill, NY ww. — 
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Hello Rikki and Tavi, oh and Catreece too! I 
just was stuck down with the worst case of the 
fu when a friend of mine gave me a copy of 
Reality Check # 2. They say that laughter is the 
best cure for whatever ales you. Well, it didn't 
really cure me (I was sick for another week, " 
sniff ") but I was rolling around on the floor 
laughing hysterically ( maybe that's what made 
me sicker, hutn...) :) 
Anyways os wanted to tell you that you 
have a great book, good writers, a wonderful 
artist and one darn cute little kitty. 
Take it from an experienced living room 
speed bump—you're tops! ;) 
Always chase your dreams (and butterflies ). 
Thanks for sharing. 

a 


Latissha 
Via America Online 
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We're so sorry! Does your medical 


T just wanted to let you know how much I 
enjoy your Reality Check comic. I remember 
seeing it a while back in black and white, 

though I can't remember where...Duh. But when 
I saw it on the shelf in its new color format, I 
Snatched up issues 1 & 2 right away! I sat down 
and laughed aloud while reading it because my 
little cat Tascha, seems a mirror image of 
Catreece. Either cats are a very predictable 
and an easily interpreted mec or (I lean 


attack the mouse cursor on the screen (Tascha 
included), but my kitty Tascha likes to play with 
the CD rom drive door. She has learned that if 
she bats at the little button, out slides the cd 
tray, another bat and it slides back. Endless 
hours of indescribable fun for her, but a pain in 
the posterior when I'm (Goddess Forbid) trying 
to use it myself... 

She also plays a variation of "fetch". She 
finds a small object, ball-o'-paper, rubber band, 
etc. and brings It to me and drops it in my hand. 
Tam then expected to toss the object across 
the floor (wood finish of course) so that she 
may leap menacingly from my lap and skid, full 
force, into the small object which then 
surrenders to the laws of inertia and lets 
Tascha skid, full force, into the closest home 
furnishing. Her goal realized, she retrieves the 
object and promptly returns it to my hand, The 
funny part is, she just started doing this on her 
own, no prior training. Anyway, I imagine my 
cat is pretty dull compared with the rest o: 
your readers, which is wy I can't wait to find 
out how weird everyone else's cat isll! ;-) Nee! 


Khrysie 
Anchorage, AK 
Via America Online 
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 Tascha's trying to 
Maybe she's mes: 
ise she wants to play Reb 
something. Hmmm 


Dear Rosearik and Tavisha, 
Hello. I just wanted to comment on your 
book. I really like it. It has all the elements of a 
really cute manga and the story and art are 
vals T liked the How-to part in issue #3. You 
0 seem like a really nice couple, I am also 
glad that you have found a home at Sirius. We 
Can get your book on a regular basis. YAY! “_* 
What kind of music do you two like? Iam 
guessing at Gothic but I should not assume. 
After reading the first Tavicat RC I went back 
and picked Wp a pak of your ee books. 
Treally really like Tavisha's art. It is beautiful. 
What were your influences for Catreece? How 
about a Nuku Nuku cross-over? “_* J/K 
(unless you can get it!:), One more question: 
where do you guys get Tuxedo Mask posters? 
*_* Well thank you for reading this and keep 


more toward this one--->) they really DO rule | work! 

the world and have us alld 4 May the antics Unt Beary work 

of Reality Check, thrive rs in this Eagerly Awaiting #4, 

fetid Ea ic of ours! You fast 

certai ve my support! atric 

I'm sure you ike heard about the cats that ~—-Via the Internet o oe 
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Alrighty, I'll answer the music question first. 
To give you hint T'll tell you that this issue of 
RCI was created to the sounds of the Cocteau 
Twins, the Cranes, the Cure, Bauhaus, Tones on 
Tail, Switchblade Symphony, Human Drama, the 
Virgin Prunes, Dead Can Dance, This Mortal 
Coit And then there was some real fun stuff 
like Cibo Mato, Bjork, Morrissy & the Smiths, 
Julie Cruise, Marc Almond, Portishead, Madness, 
the soundtracks to Macross Plus & Angel's Eqg 
and a BUNCH of other stuff! 
You actually found some of our vampire 
books??? Yeeesh... Those need a MAJOR 
reworking! Hopefully we'll get the chance 
someday. 
As to Tavisha's influences for Catreece...Tavi 
says, “It stems all the way back to grade school 
T didn't know how to draw people, and since I 
loved cats I just combined the two, When I was 
akid, I use to try making cat characters out of 
jopular TV pesamaies at the time.,.such as 
Laver & Shirley (did I just give away my 
age? 
And the Tuxedo Mask posters? Uh...Well, as far 
as we know they don't exist. Those Tux posters 
Tavi drew behind herself in the How-to segment 
were her dream posters. oe 
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Isn't this picture cute? We call it Nyakiko! 
There are Bay tre comics that we san go.out 
of our way to buy: Johnny the Homicida 

Maniac by Jhonen Vasquez and Akiko by Mark 
Crilly. Mark's Akiko was one of the reasons we 
first approached RC! to Sirius Entertainment 
for publication. We figured any company cool 
enough to publish Akiko would be a great 

com my to.go with. We got to sit next to Mark 
at San Diego Con in'96 and he painted this cool 
picture of Catreece with Akiko hair when we 
weren't looking. Groovy, huh? Go buy his book! 
Now T'll have fo beg Jhonen to draw a doodle of 
Catreece. Ooo00, fhat would be spooky! 


I've enjoyed the first two issues of ‘Reality 
Check’, The colors are i 
gorgeous. Do I detect manga influence? ‘Nya’ 
is the standard Japanese cat sound, Maiko is 
cute—I won't mind seeing more of her, 

How come most VRN users are content to 
use their mundane appearances? (Besides the 
obvious: Catreece would be lost in the crowd if 
everyone used morphing software,). Maybe use 
of a cyber VR alias has a destabilizing influence 
on the personality structure. Certainly there 
are ancy kooks on the Net right now to 
pia ‘at notion. 

The world of 2012 is no utopia, judging 
from the razor wire topping the fence around 
Collin's home, and around Erk's window. 

Manifestival worlds offer ipperestg 
character insights, Catreece's world is spooky, 
with the house in decay and Collin's family dead, 

Colin's father and brother are obviously 
cases of arrested development, Collin's 
momscares me. I can easily imagine her running 
amuck with a cleaver, 


T look forward to future issues. 
John Prenis 
fo) 


Via the Internet 
The VRN question is a good one. We've had 
more than a few people asking about it, I won't 
give it all away because we plan on having a 
complete answer in issue #6. For now, just 
know that the TVR software itself has problems 
creating anything beyond the user's true 
appearance. However, there are programs 
available that allow the user to change their 
hair, eyes, and skin color. 
Also, it's important to note that that wasn't 
Catreece's spooky Manifestival world in issue #1, 
Tf you look at the monitor on page 13 of that 
issue, the interface reads, “Subject: Collin". So 
it was Colin's world, not Catreece's. 
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You know, I'm not even one to go into a cl 
comic book store, but today a new friend of 
mine and I went to one. I looked around, 

bought some stuff, and then before we went T 
looked around once more, and saw what looked 
to be like a cheesy comic book...But it was in 
color so I picked it up, looked thru it, and then 
eventually bought it i was Reality Check!). All 
T can say is What A Cute Comicllll! I won't lie, I 
saw the picture of the cute kitty in the 
beginning, and it was so adorable I bought the 
comic! What a cute idea, I read the comic, it 
was lighthearted and cute all the way through! I 
don't know if that's what you wanted, but that's 
what I thought! I want a jpeg or a gif of 
Catreece:). if you have any, send some to mel:), 
Tam quite a cat-lover:). 1 look forward to 
seeing another issue of reality check! fot 
® and make more:)! I haven't seen a whole lot 
of comics in my day but from what T did see 
today, the illustrations in Reality Check are 
more pleasing than much that I viewed on the 


shelves:). the color looks great’), Well that's all, 


just wanted to tell you ‘great job’ :) I'm off. 


ad 
Via the Internet 
e 
ke yours, Laustic! We 
lot of disgrut 
he shops, If 
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Nicorette, R 
the Toy Story 0. T 
label from a box of Ca dishwashe 
detergent and stuffed it in a separate envelope 
We don't know if the autho or female 

but Tavisha says she hears 
voice in her head whenever she reads it. 


Skeet-ball ey 
Whoa * 


ton of z “ bat pir! land collins 

in fact a is null virtue. 
raya skeet dome wow 
\ ight -> hey now wonderful. 

Slothful nothing no - from someone with 

" Macintosh a 128k + 512k two ApplelTe's and 


an AppleIIc i myself know klamath falls to 
exist. otherwise yes the extended zone what 
mien when there art answer forth the 
light 


A dysfunctionay family hope soon -> vote 

yes on happiness. 

Ca chunk though here come those really really 
weird comics again just when you do/don't 
knead; them, if-1 


Thank 4 now Oe @ 
Jonkari Alex Nu-jetson 
San Franciso, California a 


ron that one 
artian, Well, 
‘ou in 30 days! 


t couldn 
that's all for now, 


Ob 
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RC! DICTIONARY! 


*Chunk File: These files can be used to 
ize online environments (such as, 
ce Victorian furniture on a Run-A 
-Muck with Art Deco furniture, etc...). 
*Quick VISTime: In some locations on the VIS, 
Run-A-Mucks may operate as fast as 10 
times the speed of real time (2 hours of 
VIS time may equal 12 minutes of real time). 
This function can be disabled on local servers. 
*Run-A-Muck: An online virtual realm, usually 
ees to per Roe. hsjerd a 
treet Louging: Sort a hi , Streamline 
cross between boxcar As hy and 
skateboarding...Sort of... 
*Sim: Simulation. 
*TVR: True Virtual Reality 
*VIS: Virtual Internet System 


@ 


Sirius Pup © Sirius Entertainment 


RCIPKL004-24 


SYULLTH WOTPeWAOJU] Zeang 


SS AROMIO <A-CTEmsA 


Pik 3H 
i cath 
[ Jan 


y 


| F, 
\ y 
e 
¥ 


